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the Divine force of nature, offered them a convenient cloak
Their development frequently ended in almost complete nihilism
and utter despair ; they then suddenly turned round, forsook and
condemned every form of individualism, and plunged their per-
sonality into collectivism, seeking a haven of refuge either in the
discipline of the Church, in religious mysticism, the cult of the
State, or the religion of nationalism.

^Romanticists have been revolutionaries and reactionaries,
believers in the majesty of the people or in the majesty of kings!
glorifiers of feudal patriarchalistn, and heralds of a new socialist
order, advocates of nationality and of world-brotherhood. The
political creed least congenial to them was liberalism, and
especially a liberal democracy. This latter system is in principle
based on reason, compromise and moderation, and to most
romanticists it seemed to represent the reign of calculating
commercialism.

18 ROMANTICISM AND NATIONALITY IN GERMANY
In the recent national ideology of Germany it has become a
sort of dogma that romanticism is the true expression of the
German soul. Many writers have tried to prove that the
Germans throughout all their history have always shown romantic
tendencies and that these, therefore, must correspond to their
innate character. In reality the growth of mysticism which is to
some extent related to romanticism has, in certain epochs, been
favoured by the political and social conditions of Germany, and
has had some influence on Lutheranism. But modern roman-
ticism came rather late to Germany.1 It was at first imported
from abroad, mainly from England, and was regarded with
suspicion by the authorities. In 1725 the ecclesiastical censor-
ship of Zurich decided that the printing of Bodmer's translation
of Paradise Lost could not be permitted since it treated the sacred
subject in too' romantic a fashion.2 Jhe official distrust was not
quite unfounded, for the romantic claim for emotional liberty in
1 Cf. on German romanticism, Rudolf Haym, Die romantiscfo Schttle, 4th ed, 1920;
Oskar Walzcl, Deutsche Romantik> 5th ed., 1923 ; Julius Pcterscn, Die Wesensfos&iummg
der deutschtn Romantik, 1926 ; Kuno Francke, History of German Literature as determined ly
Social Forces. loth ed., 1916, p. 399 ; Friedrich Meinecke, WeUbwrgsrttan mdtfaimd-
stoat, and ed., 1911 ; Marie Joachimi, Die Weltanschauung der deutschen Rmantik, 1905;
Wilhelm Metzger, Gesellschqfi, Recht und Stoat in der E&ik des devtschen Idealismas, 1917 ;
Jakob Baxa, Gesellschaft und Stoat m Spugtl deuischer Romartik, 1924 ; Hanns Thimme,
Deutscher Volksgeist in der &it des Idealisms mdder Rmantik, 1925; Otto Brandt,
A- W. Schlegel, der Romant&er und die Polite, 1919- ^ L _.             , , . , ,
* Of. G. Jenny, Miltons Verloretus Para&s m der Detttschen Lttterator des /& Jaftr-
hunderts, 1890, p. 21.